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(ARA) is the professional body for 
archivists, archive conservators 
and records managers in the UK & 
Ireland. Members include all the Chief 
Archivists in local authorities in the UK 
and Ireland, the National Archivists for 
the UK, Republic of Ireland, Northern 
Ireland and Scotland and senior 
managers in the private, public and 
third sectors. 

ARC magazine is the official bi-monthly 
publication for the ARA and is available 
online to all members. A popular and 
well received magazine across the 
record-keeping sector, ARC delivers 
topical news, interesting features, 
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training, research findings, personal 
observations, career guidance, 
Government policy and much more. 
Through the website you will be kept 
up to date with developments within 
the ARA and across the profession. The 
site receives an average of over 7,000 
users and over 25,000 page views per 
month.
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he National Archives (UK) has announced 
the successful applicants who have received 
funding from the COVID-19 Archives Fund. 

25 archives from across England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland have each received up to £50,000 
from the fund. The total of over £500,000 from HM 
Treasury will allow archives to secure physical and 
born-digital records that are at risk of being dispersed 
or lost. 

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden said: “It is so 
important to protect our nation’s history for future 
generations to learn from and enjoy. I am pleased 
that this funding will help preserve collections across 
the length and breadth of the Union for years to 
come and I thank The National Archives (UK) for 
their work on this project.”

Jeff James, Historical Manuscripts Commissioner 
and Chief Executive and Keeper at The National 

Archives (UK), added: “We cannot underestimate the 
importance of this funding and the support it gives 
to the successful archives. Records which were under 
threat will now be saved and preserved, allowing 
future generations to research and learn from them. 
This is a very practical demonstration of our support 
to the wider archive sector.”

The fund was open to both recognised collecting 
institutions and other archival custodians, and will 
help them safeguard their vital records or re-home 
other vulnerable collections. The government 
grants will offset some of the practical costs of the 
planned interventions, such as storage, conservation, 
transport and expertise.

A full list of the recipients of this funding can be 
found here: www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-
sector/finding-funding/covid-19-archives-fund/
awarded-grants/ 
 

he Business Archives 
Council (BAC) is 
excited to announce 

that this year’s cataloguing 
grant for business archives is 
a one-off bumper grant! This 
year, a single award of £7,000 
is available. Funding has been 
provided by BAC and the 
former Archives and Artefacts 
Studies Network (A2SN).

The aim of this grant is to fund 
the cataloguing of a business 
collection in either the private 
or public sector, and to:

• provide financial support 
 for institutions/ 
 businesses that manage  
 business archives 
• reach collections that 
 have not yet been  
 prioritised but have  
 academic, socio-historical 
 and wider value
• create opportunities for  
 archivists,  
 paraprofessionals  
 and volunteers to gain  
 experience in cataloguing 
 business collections
• make more business 
 collections accessible

For 2021, additional funding 
is available to cover project 
individuals’ time to deliver an 
exciting educational outreach 
programme relating to the 
collection(s) which are in scope 
to be catalogued. The outreach 
activities can take any form. 
For example, they could include 
podcasts, speakers for webinar 
events, the creation of an online 
resource, etc. They should aim 
to maximise impact to the 

widest 
range of 
people 
within the 
limitation 
of the 
funds 
available.

Find out more about the criteria 
for the grants and how to apply 
on the BAC website. Previous 
applicants are welcome to 
re-apply. Please note that the 
BAC will not award a grant to 
the same institution within 
a three year period. BAC is 
delighted to have the support 
this year of the Community 
Archives and Heritage Group 
(CAHG). The decision on the 
award of the grant will be 
made by a Cataloguing Grant 
Panel established by BAC 
which consists of two executive 
committee members, one 
non-executive member and 
a member of the Community 
Archives and Heritage Group. 
Panel members will not judge 
applications where they have 
a research or employment 
affiliation.

The Cataloguing Grant for 
Business Archives (2021) opened 
on 12th April 2021. The deadline 
for applications is 25th June 
2021. Further information 
including guidance notes can 
be found on BAC’s website: 
businessarchivescouncil.org.uk/
activitiesobjectives/catgrant/. 

Any questions should be 
addressed to Natalie Attwood, 
Grant Administrator, natalie.
attwood@rothschildandco.com.  

The National Archives (UK) 
announces COVID-19 Archives 
Fund award recipients  

Announcing the 2021 
Business Archives Council 
cataloguing grant
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Scottish Borders to the Highlands! 
To date, more than 1,600 of these 
images have been identified, and 
we have found a new audience of 
avid amateur detectives who pore 
through our archives.

One of the other goals of the 
digital project was to strengthen 
digital preservation at HES. 
During the project we identified 
more than 400 unique file formats 
across hundreds of thousands 
of digital files held within our 
digital archive. Many of these 
file formats were proprietary 
or identified as ‘at-risk’ of 
obsolescence or corruption. The 
project team researched preferred 
and accepted file formats for 
long-term preservation. We used 
this research to improve HES’ 
archive standards, guidance and 
workflows, and we published a 
new guide of accepted file formats 
for depositors.

Digital preservation is never 
finished! Records in our digital 
archive are becoming increasingly 
complex: we are a repository for 
3D photogrammetry models, 
LiDAR data and geophysical 
survey data. Our team advocated 
for digital preservation standards 
with data generators and project 
managers, both inside HES and 
with external companies. Our 
project raised the profile of 
digital preservation, and internal 
projects now consult our team 
for guidance on how to preserve 
complex digital records.

The project ended in March 2021, 
however, the experience of this 
project will strengthen HES 
Archives’ digital preservation 
programme for years to come. We 
are excited to share and celebrate 
the work of this project in our 
online showcase ‘Beyond the 
Physical.’ This showcase illustrates 
the work of the project in three 
themes: ‘Hidden Treasures,’ 
‘Under the Soil’ and ‘Preserving 

the Historic Environment.’ With 
dozens of images to view, and 
thousands more to explore on 
Canmore, we hope you find 
this showcase inspiring and 
informative.

You can view ‘Beyond the Physical: 
Future-Proofing Scotland’s 
Heritage in the Digital Age’ here: 
www.canmore.org.uk/content/
beyond-physical.

One of the other 
goals of the digital 

project was to 
strengthen digital 

preservation at 
HES.

Brodie Castle, 
SC 2055342, 
©:  Crown 
copyright: 
HES.

The 14-18 NOW programme

Working with arts and heritage partners 
across the UK, the 14-18 NOW programme 
commissioned 420 new artworks and 107 
projects from leading contemporary artists, 
musicians, designers and performers. 

Perceptions of the First World War were 
shaped by artists at the time, including 
poets, painters, photographers and film-
makers – many of whom served and 
reflected on the war and its effects. One 
hundred years later, today’s artists offered 
new perspectives on the present as well as 
the past. Amongst the 14-18 NOW projects 
was Paul Cummins’ and Tom Piper’s ‘The 
Poppies’ (2016-18) – a tour comprising several 
thousand handmade ceramic poppies seen 
pouring from buildings and installed across 
parks. Another example was Danny Boyle’s 
‘Pages of the Sea’ (2018), where communities 
across the UK and Ireland gathered on 32 
beaches on 11th November 2017 – 100 years 
after Armistice – to say a collective thank 
you and goodbye to the millions who left 
these shores. 

Between 2014 and 2018, more than 30 
million people engaged with the 14-18 NOW 
programme. Experiencing a 14-18 NOW 
project demonstrably increased the sense 
of relevance of the First World War to 
the UK public. Furthermore, 14-18 NOW’s 
programme of free events reached more 
diverse audiences than is usual for arts and 
heritage sectors projects.

Archiving the 14-18 NOW programme

The extensive 14-18 NOW digital archival 
material was appraised, arranged, 
catalogued to item level and, in many cases, 
transferred to more robust file formats 
before the catalogue was uploaded onto 
Adlib and the digital material ingested into 

Based at the Imperial War Museum (IWM), 14-18 NOW was a five year 
programme of extraordinary arts experiences connecting people with the 
First World War

Archiving the First World War: 
the 14-18 NOW programme at 
the Imperial War Museum

14-18 NOW 
‘Poppies: Wave 
and Weeping 
Window’ project 
by Paul Cummins 
and Tom Piper, 
copyright 
Imperial War 
Museum
(ref: NOW_11_01_
02_06_022_005)

14-18 NOW 
‘Processions’ 
project by 
Artichoke. A 
celebratory 
‘moving 
artwork’ created 
by women 
to mark the 
centenary 
of women’s 
suffrage, 
copyright 
Imperial War 
Museum (ref: 
NOW_11_
2018_29_02_006
_092)
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